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sarcastic. Gassendi (1592-1655) was a devout French Churchman
who held a leading place amidst the mental and physical philosophers
of his day. He wrote against the scholastic Aristotelianism; against
the Cabalists ; and was so sharply divided from some of Descartes*
views, that his own followers formed a school of philosophy as dis-
tinguished from the Cartesians. Curiously enough, although his
views were essentially different from those of Hobbes, with whom
Swift now ranges him, the two had a mutual respect for one another,
and occasionally corresponded. Hobbes is named by Swift as fre-
quently as Descartes.
1. 26. like that of Evander. Swift's memory has betrayed him
here. The incident occurs in the well-known description of the
Games in the 5th Aeneid, and the arrow was that of Acestes. Swift
has transferred it to the later books, where the meeting of Evander
and Aeneas, and their alliance, are described.
1. 27. Paracelsus brought a squadron of stink-pot-flingers from the
snowy mountains of Rficetia. Refers to the despised chemical experi-
ments of Paracelsus and his followers. Paracelsus was a native of
Switzerland, and hence is said to come from the Alpine heights of
Rhaetia, which corresponds to the Austrian Tyrol.
1. 29. dragoons**medical writers.
1. 30. Harvey, whose discovery of the circulation of the blood
was disparaged by Temple.
aga, the title of a principal officer of the Turkish janizzaries.
213. 1. i. heavy-armed foot, all mercenaries=the historians.   They
are called mercenaries, because they fight from accident on the side
of the Moderns, having no interest in the struggle, and writing, most
of them, in Latin.
L 2. Guicdardini (1482-1540), the Florentine statesman and
historian, who wrote, in Italian, a lengthy history of Italy in his own
day. Boccalini (see p. 81, I. 4) tells a story of a Spartan citizen,
who, having said in .three words what might have been said in two,
was sentenced to punishment, but offered the alternative of reading
Guicciardinf s history of the Pisan war. He read the first few pages;
but then begged for the severest punishment, so as to escape from a
continuation of the dreary task.
Davila (1576-1623), an Italian, who took service under
Henry IV of France, and wrote the Istoria delle guerre civile di
Frandat detailing the struggles in France in the latter half of the
i6th century.
Polydore Virgil (1470-1555), of Italian birth, settled in
England as a Churchman, and became involved in disputes with
Wolsey. He wrote a history, entitled Historia. Anglica.